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make peace. But Maria Theresa would not let him off
so easily. In order that she might use all her forces
against him, she granted peace to Bavaria, and
pSsent gave back to the young elector his hereditary
April 22. dominions, on condition of his resigning all
claim to hers and promising to vote for her husband as
Emperor,
While Frederick thus lost a friend in Bavaria, Saxony
threw herself completely into the arms of his enemy, and
united with Austria in a treaty which had for
Warsaw! its object, not the reconquest of Silesia merely,
May 18. ^ut ^ partition of Prussia and the reduction
of the king to his ancient limits as Margrave of Branden-
burg. Saxony was then much larger than it is now, but
it was not only the number of troops it could send into
the field that made its hostility dangerous. It was partly
the geographical position of the country, which made it
an excellent base for operations against Prussia, but still
more the alliance that was known to subsist between the
Elector (King Augustus III. of Poland) and the Russian
Court. It was probable that a Prussian invasion of
Saxony would be followed by a Russian invasion of
Prussia.
Towards the end of May the Austrian and Saxon
army, 75,000 strong, crossed the Giant Mountains and
descended upon Silesia. The Austrians were again com-
manded by Prince Charles, but the wise head of Traun
was no longer there to guide him. Confident of success,
they marched along with colours flying and band§ play-
ing, hardly expecting that the Prussians would venture
to meet them. Meanwhile Frederick, at the head of
70,000 men, calmly awaited their approach, encouraging
as much as possible the notion that he was too dispirited
for action, in order that he might lure them on into the
heart of his country and there deliver a great battle.

